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Description

The St. Thomas Choir School in Manhattan, known for its centuries-old choral traditions, is facing the
possibility of closure due to financial constraints. The school, which has been operating for 105 years,
is considering shutting down in June 2025 unless significant changes are made to its funding model.
The church, which runs on a $14 million budget, is struggling to cover the $4 million annual cost of
operating the school.

Financial Challenges and Considerations for Closure

The church’s leaders have addressed the issue in a letter to parishioners, expressing the need for
community support to sustain the school. With an endowment of $138 million, the church still faces a
shortfall in covering the choir school’s expenses. The current model of a residential boarding school for
young choristers may need to change, according to the church’s leaders, to ensure long-term
sustainability of the institution.

Impact on Choral Traditions and Cultural Heritage

The potential closure of the St. Thomas Choir School raises concerns about the preservation of choral
traditions in the 21st century. The school’s flagship ensemble, the Choir of Men and Boys, is
considered an irreplaceable treasure and a unique offering to the world. Maintaining the quality and
rigor of the church’s music program without the residential model of the school could pose challenges
to the sound and legacy of the choir.

Challenges and Similar Cases

Similar challenges have been faced by other renowned choral institutions, such as the Vienna Boys
Choir and the Westminster Choir College. Rising costs, budget pressures, and the changing landscape
of education and the arts have put strains on these institutions. The St. Thomas Choir School, modeled
after European choral boarding schools, is one of the few remaining schools of its kind.

COMPANY NAME
Address | Phone | Link | Email

default watermark

Page 1
Footer Tagline



The Importance of Tradition and Community Support

The leaders at St. Thomas emphasize the value of ancient traditions and the transformative impact of
choral education on students’ lives. The residential model has been critical to the success of the choir,
allowing students to immerse themselves in intensive rehearsals and ambitious repertoire. As the
church navigates financial uncertainties, community support and continued fundraising efforts will be
crucial in determining the future of the St. Thomas Choir School.

Despite the challenges and uncertainties facing the school, its leaders are hopeful that the community
will rally together to support the preservation of the choir’s legacy. As the church observes Holy Week,
a time of reflection and renewal in the Christian faith, they remain committed to the belief that difficult
times can lead to new beginnings.

Ringkasan

Sekolah Koral St. Thomas di Manhattan mungkin akan ditutup setelah lebih dari 100 tahun
menyelenggarakan tradisi koral cukup unik. Biaya operasional yang tinggi membuat gereja
mempertimbangkan penutupan sekolah yang telah mendidik anak-anak laki-laki selama ini. Jika
sekolah ditutup, tradisi musik gereja akan terganggu. Bagaimana pendapat Anda tentang penutupan
sekolah koral? Apakah Anda percaya tradisi ini harus dipertahankan meskipun biayanya tinggi?
Jangan ragu untuk berbagi pendapat Anda di kolom komentar di bawah!

Sumber berita silahkan Cek di sini Source link . jangan lupa baca berita/artikel terkait melalui link di
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