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The rise in gambling addiction in the UK has prompted the NHS to open new clinics to cater to the
increasing demand for services. One such clinic has been opened in Sheffield, with the health service
reporting that up to 3,000 people are treated annually for gambling addiction across England. This
move comes as the number of specialist clinics has almost doubled in the span of a year.

The impact of gambling addiction can be devastating, as illustrated by former addict Matthew Kettell,
who shared his story of losing his marriage, house, and job due to his addiction. With the opening of
new clinics, individuals like Matthew, who have struggled with gambling in the past, are now able to
receive support and guidance to overcome their addiction.

Quoting Amanda Pritchard, the chief executive of the NHS, it is highlighted that addressing gambling
addiction requires efforts from various sectors, including the gambling industry and society as a whole.
The Gambling Commission is piloting new ways to assess a customer’s financial vulnerabilities, aiming
to prevent further harm caused by gambling addiction.

Statistics from the Gambling Commission show a 79% increase in referrals to NHS gambling clinics in
England between 2020 and 2023. This rise underscores the need for more resources to combat
gambling addiction effectively. Matthew emphasized the importance of having access to such services
during his addiction, as existing resources were insufficient to meet his needs.

The Betting and Gaming Council (BGC) pointed out that the industry contributes tens of millions of
pounds towards research, prevention, and treatment of problem gambling. The total annual value of
the gambling industry in the UK is estimated at £14 billion, indicating the scale of the issue. With more
individuals seeking help for gambling addiction, the new NHS clinics serve as a crucial resource in
addressing this growing problem.
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Sebuah klinik baru telah dibuka oleh NHS di tengah permintaan terus-menerus untuk layanan yang
mereka tawarkan kepada pecandu judi. Seorang mantan pecandu, yang hampir kehilangan nyawanya,
berbicara tentang dampak yang bisa dimiliki fasilitas seperti itu.

Apakah Anda pernah mengalami masalah perjudian? Apa pendapat Anda tentang layanan klinik yang
ditawarkan oleh NHS untuk pecandu judi? Bagikan pendapat Anda di komentar di bawah!

(Sumber Gambar: Sky News)
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